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The four Bulruſh-pillars, ſo confidently Erected for the 
ſupport of his whole Building, are, 


1. The Poſſibility of it, to Gods Power. 
2. Sayings of the Fathers, ſounding that way. 


- oo for it. 


The firſt of theſe we deny not, only we are a little confident there 
is neither ſufficient evidence that it is ſo, nor any weed it ſhould be 
ſo, ( pag: 4) : | 

As to the ſecond, judicat Letor, many of his proofs ( granting 
them gennine and true ) make nothing againſt us; others muſt be 
tryed by Vincentius's rule: AY are reduceable to a ſound ſenſe, in 
St, Auguſtine's or Origen's way ( pag, 5, &c). 

The third is a mere Chymera ( pag. 6 ). | 

The fourth, often illuſive, frequently falſe, never to be truſted to 
C Deurt. 13. 1, 2. Matt. 13. 22), if they run contrary to the writ- 
ten word ;\ or have not its concurrence ( pag. 8 ). 

10 eacb of theſe ſomewhat, though not following him into every 
diſtin Paragraph. 
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Romant aaaifus jurare in Verba Magiſtri, 


His Maſter of Arts (as he would have us know) re- 
—— EC 101ves, firſt, to lay down his Poſition in the molt am- 
2 ple (not ro lay, prodigious) Terms; and then to try 


. | XL his «kill in the Detence of it. 
<A, My Sentiments ( lays he) concerning the Adorable 


Q Euchariſt, is, That it us neither leſs nor more than the 
Io, Sacred Body and Blood of God, neither leſs nor more 
SWF, 0 ' than whol: Chriſt, God and man, Soul, Body and Di- 

venity : though for the love and ſerv ce of Sinners, veſted 
wnder the wile Accidents and appearances of Common Bread, and Ordinary 
Wine. 

Concerning which myſtery, his firſt Aſertion muſt be, That it is poſſible 
to the Cmnipotent Power of God.- 

1. And (1 muſt confels) this ſhew of an Argument went far with me, 
whilſt 1 was born in hand, and-did think ( tor even I alfo had Eſpouled 
certain mif-beliefs, durins my Minority, by the prevalency of Eudcatioa) 
That the vile Proteſtants had denied the Lord God to be Almighty, upon 
this very account; but it ceaſt (by the Divine Goodneſs) to be to with 
me, when [I could not but dilcern, and at lensth was fully convinc'd, 

1. That the true intent, purpoſe, and meaning of our Saviour, did not 
at all oblige us to think of Tranfubſtantiation. 

2. That there is no neceſſity, import, or ule for it (no ſervice, as our 
* Author phraſcs it) in the Chriſtian Church. 

And I ſhall candidly declare (leaving the Philoſophical impoſſibility of 
Tranſubſtantiation to be demonſtrated by ſome other hand ) what has given 
me intire fatisfa&tion as to this great Point. 

| perc-ive by Chriſts own words, ( recorded Foh. 6, 53.) that I am under 
an abſolute neceſſity of eating his Fleth, and drinking his Blood; And there- 
fore, having (in the firſt place ) conſidered of how great concern it is, 
to arrive at the true meaning 0: them, I do humbly ſupplicate the Divine 
Majeſt', That he will give me ( ever) to think comprehend, ſpeak of, and 
80 ahout that great Myſtery 1o, as may be beit pleaſing ro him, and moſt 
expedient for my foul. | | 

His «wa Paraphraſe on what he hal ſaid, cannot deceive me, I dare he- 
lieve ( ſince he fo told his inquiiitive Ditciples, Fer. 63.) That the life of 
them 


.on: But the thing it ſelf ( whereof it is a Sacrament ) is receiv+d by eve- 


'ed, 1s carnally eaten; but the virtnes of that Fleſh are really eaten by the 
Soul, 11 ſuch manner as the Soul can eat; thar is, Spiritually, by her at-- 


""*- 
them is wrapt up in a Spiritual acception. And fince, he declares ( where 
he terms himlelf the Bread of Liſe, Yer/. 35.), That whoſo cometh to him, 
(which is the peculiar a&t of Futh, oh. 1. 12, , ſhall never hunger; ſince 
he atiributes moſt clearly ( io purtuit ſtill of the ſame Metaphor) the 
quenching of thirſt, ro believing, what need we, how can we doubt any 
more of the matter? He takes off their amaz:ment, and o1ves ſtop to their 
murmurs, (Yer ſ.<1.) not by telliag them, That though they were to fee 
him afccnd up where he was b-fore, yet they w.re ere long to have him 
corporally preſent ( in the form of Bread) on ten thouland ( diſtant ) 
Altars at once; nay in the very jaws of every Petfon ( how wicked ſo- 
ever ) that comes but to eat there: He does not, | fay, make his return 
at this rate, but inſtruft;s them how to Spiritual'z: the whole buſinels, Verſ. 
62, 6;. Neither would there be any — difhcult or obſcure in the 
words of Inſticution attzrwards: Four, (beſtles, that he had here pre-in- 
ſtructed them ), There was almoſt nothing among the Fews ( which had 
Type or figniticancy in it ) but was expreſſed in this very manner : Cir- 
cumciſton, the Patchal-Lamb, Manna, the Rock, were all ii fficienily known 
to carry the names of thoje things th:y did but adumbrate. 

There is one Scripture, (Fob 6. ) He that eats my fleſh, and drin's my 
blood, hath eternal life abiding in him, and I will raiſe him up at the laſt 
day. | | 
Slevee hath the memorable Uſber framed this Syllogiſm, I thick irrefra- 

able. 
. The Body and Blood of Chriſt is received unto Liſe, by all that do 
receive it, and by none unto Condemnation: . | 
But, that which is ( outwardly ) dclivered in the Sacrament, is not 
received by all unto Life , but by many unto Condemnation ; Ergo, 
Therefore, that which is outwardly taken in this Sacrament, is not 
really the Body and Blood of Chriſt. | 

It. This Spiritual manducation ( and none other) was the true ſenſe of 
the Primitive Church. : 

I prove it by Saint Azguſtiine, in his 2th TraQ he hath theſe 
words; The Sacrament of this thing (viz. of our eating the Fleſh of Chrilt ) 
is taken from the Lords Tabl-, by ſome unto Life, by ſome unto DeſtruRi- 


ry man ( that does receive it )) unto Life; and by none unto Deſtrutti- 
on. Proſper ( from him) tells us, Qs diſcordat a Chriſto nec carnem ejus 
wanducat, nic Sanguinem bibir. More plainly ver, *t. Auguſtine again, (on 
P/2'.97.) With the mot holy Sacrament, nor the Flith vw hich was Crucifi- 


fefti ns, and other- immanent real: as, 'or internal Operations. 
Wee own { and that without any prejudice to cur cauſe), That many 
ob the Fathers. diu.chuſe, and were delighted to imitate our Saviours wav 


of. 


, _ _= 


/ of Locution ( even through long diſcourſes ) ; yet *tis evident we ought to 
underſtand them, as Origen ( atter he -had played the Rhetorician, in this 
fort) concludes ( on Hatth. 15.) Er hec quidem, de typico ſy».bol:coque Cor- 

YE. | 
Auguſtine ( Queſt. 13.in Levit. ) ſays, Seven Ears of Corn were ſeven years, 

and the Blood is called the Soul after the manner of Sacraments: And what think 

ou, muſt there not needs be a Figure in that ſpeech of Chrift, when ( in- 
dituting the latter part of this Sacrament ) he pronounced, This Cup us the 

Naw-Teſtament? Lnk.22.20. | 
' It the Maſter of Arts wll but bring —_ with him one Note out of 
; St. Yincentius (without which all the reſt ſignifie but little) we will joyn ifſue 
'l with him. *Tis this; 

Neither ſays he ( in that little Book (I do not quote the page, becauſe 
| the whole is but ſmall) are all ways, and all kinds ( he means of Innova- 
'the tions) to be impugned after this manner, but ſuch only as are new, and 
wruch's lately ſprung; whilſt by the ſtraitneſs of time they be hindred from fal- 
adition ifying the rules of the ancient Faith; and-before ( their poiſon ſpreading) 
| they attempt to corrupt the writings of the Elders. 

Oh, my Friend, are we arrived there ? Nay, then we ſhall do well e- 
nough; the world is pretty well advertifed (by ſeveral hands) what your 
Church of Rome has done in that kind; and I hope there are ſome inſtan- 
ces in my Triple-Crown. x 

[1I. We have left (yet) one thing behind, which though it be Yox & pre- 
teria Nihil, is thought able ( in the hands of this Maſter of Arts) to 
ſtrike us all dumb, L mean Oral Tradition : But, pray Sir, was not that the 
lame, whereby the Law of God was become of none effe& ( and ſo decla- 
red by himlelf, Marth. 15.) in our Saviours time ? 

He that conſiders the Parable ( Matth. 13. 24.) will not wonder that 
the Lord of the Field ſhould ask, Whence are thoſe Tares? And when 
I read the Eleventh to the Romans, at Ver. 22, I cannot hinder my ſelf 
—_ concluding it very poſſible, that that Church (alſo ) may be cut 
off. 

Surely many Circumſtances that co-operated to the debauching of the 
Jewith-worſhip, have paſſed likewiſe over the Romsſh : Inundation of Bar- 
barians, Ignorance, Ambition, have had ſeveral runs, and long reigns too : 
ask Platina, If this Calurany was invented by Proteſtants. | 

I muſt confeſs, *twas l-!s abhorrent to my reaſon when you pinned all 
upon the ſagle infallibility 0 the Chair at Rome, ( by vertue of a promile, 
it any ſuch could have hcen produced ) than to let all hang (now) on fo 
wavering a pin as Oral Tradition. The moſt think (I hope) Dr. Tiloe- 
fox has pretty well beaten you off from that ſhred of a ſhelter. And would 
you but impartially peruſe the late Biſhop Coſon his Hiſtory of your Tran- 
lubſtantiation, you would not ( ture talk fo vainly of Bakers bread, and 
the like Flams. We own ſuch a real preſence ( even Calvin himiclf ove 
0) 


(7) : 
fo) of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, to every due receiver; as either 
the Scripture or true Primitive Fathers do require; without needing any 
of thoſe Philoſophical Diſquiſitions, which your notion (as to thi great 
point ) muſt engage all Mankind unto, if they be not meer Animals. 

For to tell us, that all your good Catholicks hold firmly the things 
though they diſpute the manner of Tranſubſtantiation, ( when the whole 
ſtands upon no ſure foot, either of Divine Revelation, or {ufficiently made- 
out teſtimony, and is altogether unaccountable at the Bar of Reaſon) 
will not (ſure) make any Profelytes. 

When I find (Heb. 7. 27. ) that our High prieſt needeth not dayly to 
offer up Sacrifice ; for this he did once, when he offered up himlelt; L 
wonder in what ſhape the neceſſity of a dayly true and proper Sacrifice ap- 


| Peared to get poſſeſſion of ſo many mens Phancies, eſpecially if the laſt verſe of 


the next Chapter, and its coherence might be conſidered. 

IV. Now Sir, I muſt acinowledg your learned Hirang concerning mira- 
cles, is very Seraphical and highly ſurprizeing : give me leave (to ſerve you) 
by adding thereto a few remarques, the Colle&ion whereof (out of a huge 
Volume) was a whole tedious winters work unto me, but diverted my 
Company, ſometimes as we fate over our Coal fire in the Country. 


Be it known unto all men ( therefore ) by theſe preſents, That a couple 
of great Romiſh Do@ors, ( whether they were Maſters of Arts, or no, [ 
know not (Claudirs de rota, and Facobus de Yoragine, printed at Lions, 
Anno 1519, to be read to the people on Holy-days, and to heighten their 
zeal, (as the prefixt Epiſtle declares), and for the dire&ion of Pariſh- 
Prieſts; A golden Legend, whercin there are plenty of ſuch Stories as 
(here) follow, | 


a Fol. 100. latter pape. 


1- A certain Woman, deprived of the comfort of her Husband ; and hay- 
ing one only Son, whom ſhe loved dearly : This Son hapned to be taken 
by his Enemies, and taſt- bound in priſon; which when the Mother came 
to know, ſhe wept beyond all expreſſion: But having an huge Devotion 
towards the bleſſed Virgin, ſhe plyed her with Prayers for his deliverance : 
At laſt, feeing that that would not do, ſhe goes all alone into the Church, 
where there was a graven Image of the Virgin; and our Saviour in her 
arms: This difconfolate widow placing her tzlf juſt hefore the Image, fpeaks 
to it in theſe words, O bleſſed Virgin, Thus long have I ſupplicated thee 
for my ſons freedom, but without effett ; thou haſt had no pity on me, 4 
poor Mother ;, I have implored thine aſſiſtance and patronage for him; but with- 
out any fruit, Therefore now, as my Son ts tak:n from me, fo I'le tabe thy 
Son from thee, and put him in fafe Cuſtody, as a pledg for mine, Tins ſaid, 
ſhe taatch'd away the Child which the Virgin h<ld cudling in her arms; 


av ay 


* Oo 


(8) 


away ſhe ves home with it, laps it up in pure Linnen, puts it ina Cheſt, 


and locks it very (yca, very) {-curcly 5 rejoycing (now) that ſhe had got 


ſo good a Pl:dg for her S9n. She watches it very..&jligently ; and behold, 
the night following, the bleſſed Virgin appears to the young man in prilon, 
throws open the Door, knocks off his Fcttersz bids him go out, and tell 
his Mother, That ſince ſhe had got her Son again, ſhe mult reſtore to her 
likewiſe her own. The rcleated Captive does fo; there was ( then ) joy 
enough ; They too'c the Image of the Chil, go ( both of them ) to the 
Church, put it where they found itz the Woman laying, Lady, I thank 
thee, thar thou haſt returned my only Son to me: And lo, here is now 
thine again; Foraſmuch, as I do own th? receit of mine. 


\ 


Fol. 151, 


2, There was (at another tine) a Thief that had committed many Roh- 


beries : But yet this Thiet had great Devotion to the bleſſed Virgin; and 1a- 


luted her (1 cannot Englith che word in the Original otherwiſe, for it is 


crebrius ſalutavit ) very often. At an unluc' y featon, this Youngſter 7!zys 
one of his prancks, 1s apprehended, arraign'd, and adjudged to die by. the 
Rope; but when he was thrown oit the Ladder, immediately the Virgin 
( herreſco refercns ) was not only at his elbow; but for three whole days 
feemed ( that 1, was ſeen by him, and I now not whether by others 
too ) ſo to fuppo:t him, as he telt no harm. 

Thoſe that hanged him ( paſſing by, and fecing him alive, with chearfulneſs 
in his looks) did imagin the Fatal-cord had not bcen right noos'd ; were 
about to have diſpatchd him with their {words but bleſſed ary ( fo the 
Book phraſcs it ) oppoſed her own hands to the blows, and they could not 
hurt him. Knowing then, and hearing him relate, That the Virgin was 
fo nuch his hicnd; they took him down, ditmiſt him: And he betaking 
himiclt to a Menoaſtery, ſpent the reſt of his days in the ſervice of the 
Mother of God; that is (as I humbly conceive) in repeating Ave- 
AMarias's, 

This is fully encuzh, as to temporal deliverances. But obſerve next, 
matters of an higher frame; and it your faith cannot get up to them, you'l 
tind enough ro wounder at. | 

3. I do not cite the page, not having the Book by me: But I am 
{ure it's there. | | 

There was ( once) a good old Prieſt in Fraxce, near an arm of the 
Sea , who never fail'd to fing the Canonical hours of the Virgin Afary, 
very culy : Burt fo it hapned, that he had croſſed the water to a certain 
Tcwn; and there lay'd with another mans Wife. As he came back (over 
this mouth of the River Ser ), and had no body in the Boat with him, 
He began to Chant the forefaid hours; and jt as he entred upon the In- 
vitatory ( Ave Maria gratia plena) he was in the midſt of the Flood; 

when 


| 


he” 


(9) 
when an huge Troop of Devils threw him and: his little Ship together 
headlong into the Deep. Bur on the third day after the Mother 
of Jelus (and in her Company a great many Angels) came to the 
place w here thofe Devils were tormenting him, ſhe ask'd them, why they 
to unjuſtly afflicted the Soul of her Servant? they made anfwer, We ought 
of right to have him, for we took him in our employment; nay, fays the, 
but 1t they ought to have him whole work he was about, Give me him, 
for he was ſinging my Mattens when you ſlew him; therefore you (who 
never did ſo much for me) are more guilty. Hearing this, thoſe toul Fiends 
ineak d away. She reſtored his Soul to his Body, took him by the arm, 
made the waters ſtand as a wall on both fides to guard him, brought him 
( delivered thus from a double death) ſafe to ſhore. He falls down, em- 
braces her knees, befeeching her to tell him what he ſhould do for her who 
had celiver:d him trom the jaws of the Lion, and the pit of Hell: She 
gently deſtred him, That he world not commit adultery any more, leſt a 
worſe thing happen unto him ; and ſaid further, which is the up-ſhot and de- 
ſign of theStory ) 7 zntreat one thing more of thee, that thou wilt (tor ever) 
with devotion keep the feaſt of my Conception on the 6th of the Ides of De- 
cember, and preach it up, that all may do ſo. 

How will they ever look this bleſſed Mother of our Lord in the face, 
that have faid ſuch wild things to her, and of her? 


Fol. 124. latter page. 


4. Hearken to a ſtrange Story, which our Author ſays he had from a fa- 
mous Doctor. | 

There was a Woman who (her Husband being dead ) fell into deſpair, 
with foreſight of poverty : to her the Devil appeared telling her, If ſhe 
would do his will, he would make her rich enough ; ſhe conſents : and he en- 
joyns her, Firſt. That ſhe ſhould draw all Eccleſiaſtical Perſons that came 
to her houſe (tor we may ſuppoſe her an Hoſteſs ) into Fornication. 
Secondly, That ſhe ſhould ſeem to take in poor people on the day-time, 
and then at night turn them out. Thirdly, That ſhe ſhould hinder 
Prayers in the Church, by chatting or ſcolding. Fourthly, That ſhe ſhould 
never contels. At laſt, She comes to die ; her Son ( a good well-meaning 
young man) would have her to Confeſſion : But ſhe ( telling him what the 
had done) cri-s out, ſhe could not confeſs, neither would it do her any 
good: But after he had wept pitifully a great while, and promifed he 
would co Penance for her; at length ſhe became compun&@, and fent 
away this Son of hers for a Prieſt: But ſeeins that the Devil ( before he 
had got back) had ruſh'd upon her, and ſhe through fear and horrour was 
dead ; he ( confelf:ng in her ſtead, and having done ſeven years Penance for 
her) ſaw his Mother come again, and render him abundance of thanks,for 
ſhe was thereby ( here lies the marroiv of the matter ) out of Por nny 
Thcie 


(10) 
Theſe are pretty, mild, benevolent Treatments, and may work right on 
ſoft gentle Spirits; but there are too, rough ſtubborn hearts which muſt 
be broken: liſten therefore to a pleaſant Tale, 


Fol. 143. 


5. (For the honour of St. Nicholas ) This Saints Letany ( or rather his 
Legend ) had not been received in the Church, called Sanfta-Cruce ; The 
Brothers all follicite their Prior, that they might ſing it; he (a Puritani- 
cal old man 3 would not conſent, ſaying, he liked not Novelties. The 
Friars were (till) very urgent with him, ſo that at laſt he told them 
roundly, that he would never have any new ( yea, jocular) Songs in his 
Church, deſiring them to be content. You muſt know ( though) that 
when St.. Nicholas day drew near, and many of thoſe Brothers ſung their 
Mattens all in grief ( their Day-break Mattens it muſt be underſtood, for 
they were gone to Bed ſoon after, as the Book holds forth), in 
comes St. Nicholas, looks grim on the poor Prior, drags him from his 
Bed by the hair of the head, and thumping it ſoundly againſt the Pavement 
of the Dormitory, He begins this Antephony : O Paſtor Bone, &c. at eve- 
ry ſtop or pauſe through the 'whole, giving him a found Laſh upon the 
bare—— ( with Rods he had brought with him for the-very nonce ) doub- 
ling them in order, and finging in a ſlow manner, till he came at the very 
end. And now when all the reſt were rouſed by the Out-cries of the 
Prior, they found him half dead, and drew him into his Couch again. 
At laſt he came to himſelf, and only ſaid, Go your ways, ever hereaſter 
be ſure to fing the new Hiſtory of St. Nicholas. 


Fol. 38, the latter page. 


6. There is one ſo quaint; ſo fine, and well contrived, that I cannot paſs with- 
out it, ( though 1 ſtep a great way back to retrieve it ), and it runs 
thus : | 
' A Soldier of great rank, gave over that Trade, and put himſelf into a 
' Monaſtry; the Prior and Brothers were out of Countenance, to have a 
man of {o much repute -in any inferior employments , but it ſeems none 
might come to the preferment of being one of them (I gueſs this might be 
in, or about the ninth Age) unleſs he were Book-learned ; fo they ſet one 
to teach him to read: he coul1 never reach further than Ave-Maria, all 
England ( yet it was (I think) in Spain, or rather in the Inates, before 
their dilcovery) could not make him advance beyond thoſ2 two words : 
but them he cons to ſome purpole, walking, eating, or whatever he was a- 
bout, he repeated them: And lo! when he dyed, there grew upon his 
grave a dzucate white Lilly, and every Leat had Ave-Afaria upon it in 
Golden Letters; the whole Covent were in a ſtzer upon this miracle; and 

having 


havins opened his refting-place or Tomb, found that the root of the Flower 
was in his very mouth, thence they concluded how highly his Devotion 
was accounted of by God. The ſame place gives us the Fhſtory of ano- 
ther Military-man ; who having a Caſtle near a road, rob'd all that came 
near him without any compaſſion; yet this man, whatever his\bulinets was, 
would not leave the Virgin ary unfaluted in the morning. Ir,hapned that 
an holy Man of God was paſſing by, is ſeized upon by thele Troopers : 
He requires them to carry him before their Captain, for he had a great 
ſecret to impart to him. Come before him, he begs of him that he would 
cauſe all his retinue to be called together, and he would preach to them 
the word of God. It's done forthwith ; but the Holy Man told them, there 
was not all, they ſaid all were there ; till he inſiſted on'r, and bid them go 
ro the pole diligently ; at laſt, one cries out, the Groom ot the Chamber 
is wanting ; he's ſearcht for, tound, and brought in, hangs back, makes ter- 
rible ugly taces, and cannot be forced to lock that way the Prieſt ſtood : 
who going to him, Adjures him to tell truly who he was, and upon whote 
errand he came thither : Our, alas, exclaims the Groom; Now I am adju- 
red, all muſt out: Truly I am no man, but a Devil; here I have been 
(ſent by Belzebub our Prince) to watch this Soldier thele forty long 
years; and if ever | could have found a day whereon he had not ſaid the 
Salutation, he had been ours, and hurtied to hell with all his fins about him, 
but he never left of that armour of Proof. The Captain at this was huge- 
ly amazed, caſt himſelf at the Holy Mans feet, and as may be hoped mend- 
ed. The Fiend was packt away too with this injuftion : / Command thee, Devil, 
to depart, confining thee to ſuch a places, and be ſure thou never hurteſt any 
that does invoke the Gloxious Mother of God, 


Fol, 37. 


7. Another man with a {ivord, having waſted all his plentiful eſtate pro- 
fuſely, had yet a Wite ſingularly addited and devored to the bleſſed 
Virgin. A time drawing near wherein he had uſed to expreſs large boun- 
ty, but finding too he could not do fo till, for very ſhame he withdrew 
into a ſolitary place to bewail his Condition where behold, an huge terri- 
ble Horſe, with one on his back no lets ſo, came*fowards him the Rider 
ask'd, why fo ſad? well, he told him; whereto the Devil ( for *twas 
no other ) replyed, do what Ple Command thee, and thou ſhalt have 
wealth at will. That bargain was ſoon ſtruck; and the very good Wite 
too, given to Satan, made the Condition 5 Houles, Lands, and all hae thinss 
are ſoon re-purchated ; but at laſt the promited tune comes The man calls 
his Wife, bids her make ready to take along journey with him, ſhe tremb- 
ling, and ſuſpeftins ſome ill, yet not daring to dilobey 3 Comimends her {eli 
moſt devoutl'; to the Virgin, and ſo mounts on Horſe-back behind her 


Husband. Atter they had rid a good way, they came cloie by a ppt 
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ſhe leaps off, and enters, he ſtays for her without ; but whilſt ſhe pray'd fer- 
vently to the Virgin, ſhe tell tuddenly faſt aſleep: And lo, that glorious 
Virgin (in the habit and likenzts of the Wife) came off from the Altar, 
gets up behind the man, and away they went; when they came within fight 
of the place where the D:vil {| 04, greedily expecting them; the Fiend fell 
a quaking, and having ſaid, Diſt not thou engage to bring thy Wife to 
me, whom I meant here to have been avenged pf for all the harm ſhe | 
has done me; and thou haſt brought the Mother of God, who will puniſh 
me, and {-nd me down to H<ll. At this the Soldiers courage tailed, he 
was not able ro utter one word but the bleiſed Mary did, layinz, Thor 
wicked ſpirit, haw dareſt thou offer to think, of hurting one of my ſervants, 
thou ſalt not skape for this;, get thee to Hell, 8c, The Devil pretent- 
ly ſneak'd away, howling; the man (being infiructed by her ) got his 
yet-ſleeping Wie by the hand, wakes her, joggs merrily home, and lived 
(1 cannot tell how long ) well together. 

And now ( if this be true ) who that can but fay Ave Maria, before he 
breaks his taſt, need care how he ſpends the day? hot Adulteries, 
Thetts, Robberies, Compacts with Satan, &c. all are brought eafily off ; 
not only the bleſſed Virgin, but Saint Barbary, (Fol. 155 ) have been able 
to ſecure their Votarics from dying without Conteſhn and prieſtly abto- 
lucion : and we ſee here, that they may either have it done effectually up- 
on thenitclves, or by others in their ſtead aiter their departure, (as in 

, Story 4). Nay, one may have a fair pull to be brought out of Purgato- 
*'ry or Hcll without much harm, (as in Story 3 ). 

This is fuch a way of making Chriſts yoke ealte, and his burthen light, 
as he (doubtlets) never thought of; it may be indeed the produRt of 
Oral Tradition. 

We will have but one more, Fol. 79. latter fide. 

A little before the world was bleſt with the preaching-Order of Saint 
Dominick , the bleſſed Mother was ſeen ( by a certain Monk ) on her knees 
before Chriſt, importuning him for the ſparance of Mankind: He denyed 
her often, yet ſtill ſhe interceded; then he thus beſpeaks her, O Mother ! 
what can # do more, or what ought I more to do? I ſent Patriarchs, little or 
10 amendment followed, I ſent Apoſtles, Dottors, Martyrs, ſtill no better ;, but 
becauſe "tis not lawful to deny you, I'l ſend Preachers of my own, meaning the 
Dominicans; yet another relates after this manner : 

Dominic himlclt, whileſt he was at Rome, {aw in a Viſion Chriſt ready 
with three Darts to deſtroy the World: But his Mother comes to him 
with theſe words, Good Son, temper your anger, 1 have in ſtore a faithful 

ftrenuons Champion, lets ſee what he can do, and I will add a Ceadjutor to 
him full 45 worthy : To this Chriſt replies, 7 have accepred your ſuit \ but 
( pray ) what man i this? Then ſhe pointed outSt. Dominic; yes, ſays he, 
this Js a man indeed: next St. Francis was ſhewed, and got the ſame ap- 
plauſe ; fo the eſtabliſhment of their Orders were decreed ( for no body 
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dur{t oppoſe it after ſo miraculous a Viſton ) and what work they have 
made in the world, let all men judg, or at leaſt we ſhall know at the laſt 
day. 

Theſe are a few out of many thouſands, wherein nothing but prodigious 
folly,lightneſs,{uperſtition ; nay, Phanataci/m(truly ſo called Jcan be dilcerned, 
generally ufed even till that day, as the Printer tells us, having finiſht thar 
happy work, Anro 151g. 


And here I do call upon the late Author of the Catholick Naked Truth, 
to tell us, how he will (with all his flanting Rhetorick ) bring off his to 
highly celebrated Church trom the allowed « publickly countenanced) practite 
of moſt grots Superſtition, Idolatry, and Sin; theſe are not untrue flandets 
invented by Proteſtants, nor ſingle conceits of tome whimſical, diſtemper'd, 
inconſiderate Man ( the ufual way he takes to daub over the greatcſt ſpots 
in her face; but the common known mode of thole times. Apain, he 
knows well enough how familiar it has been with them to grant ( for money 
Licenſes of Concubinationz and what was, ( for ought I know ) is yet the 
common ule of thoſe Indulgences, which he repreſents as fo holy, ſo inne- 
cent, ſo juſtifiable. Irrationally, whilſt he denies the imputation of Chriſts 
merits to truly penitent Converts; allowing the imputation of the trea- 
lure of the- Church ( in Saints merits ) by the Pope, to all that have but 
confeſſed to a Prieſt, with ſome ſemblance of Attrition. 

Let him receive one Note ( and make the heſt he can of it ) in reference 
to his ſo much talk'd of Oral Tradition : The preſent Jews fcem to be as 
fond of, and as careful in that fine thing as ever they were; and we cannot 
ſuppoſe they are leſs unwilling then we, every man to deceive his Child 
yet, is it not notorious, what ſtrange and incredible notions they have ad 
mitted into their full belief. 

To conclude, I do not think ( as this Gentleman well, and with much 
Art obſerves) it probable, that a pack of men could all in a night 
build an houſe, and the next day make all the nation believe it was brought 
to that place by Angels, out of a far Countreyz yet it is ( me-thiaks) 
poſſible, that (in an Age wholly given to place their Religion in adoring 
and adorning Images, in tounding and enriching Monaftries ) a combined 
company of men, all of chat trame, might pitch upon tuch a convenient tpo: 
as Loretto. where Was a venerable old Edifice ſtanding, and with ealz enough 
might perſwade the people ( who were taught ever and anon to gape a.ter 
ſuch news from Heaven) that fome Anchorite, Hermit or Monk, had (now). 
a Revelation, ( and with 16 a Command ) to aſſure the world, This anc1- 
ent happy ſtructure hacl travelled on the backs of Miniſtring Spirits ( a Cen- 
tury or two before ) even as ta!, and by what Stages themlielves ſhould 
think fit. He cannot be igaoraut how many famous Foundations have been 
laid upon the account of tuch Calcſtial diſcoveries; if he be, let him bur 
peruſe that Volume out of which I took the foregoing relations, and he 
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will find abundance of ſuch a nature, as muſt needs ſtop the mouth of his 
Credulity, be it as wide and as voracious as it will. 

[ have read that trim Book wherein the Jeluit Tarcil{inz iweats fo much 
to prove this weighty point ( touching Lorerro ), and I did 1t once in the 
company of an honeſt wile man ( of Romes Religion ) but 1 dare appeal 
even to himſclf, whether what we found there, gave not occaſion for him 
to run off, and me to keep my ground. 

Implicit Faith (*tis true ) involves all, may take in any thing 3 but he 
that finds in that Elaborate Piece, what may create a rational belief (Iam 
{ure there is no Scripture evidence, nor Revelation of that kind for it ) muſt 
uſe better {peRacles ( or rather magnifying glafſes ) then ever I coould find 
out; and both my Age and other obligations require, that I ſhould make 
the beſt Queſt 1 «m any way able. My laſt refle&tion { upon what I find 
in this Authors 41 pace )) ſhall be, to take heed how we tollow a Multi- 
tude. | 
It was Diana, the Epheſians and all the world were once {aid ( confidently 


enough) to Worſhip. 

That we may apply the four or fix lat pages to our preſent enquiry, (the 
Infallibility of Oral Tradition back*'d with miracles) Let us ſuppoſe, in re- 
ference to the third ſtory , that the French Prieſt had ſtood in a Corner, 
(when he was a pregnant forth-putting youth) and heard his. Father ſay, 
If any Perſon had a particular Devotion to the bleſſed Virgin, St. Bridger, 
Ferom, or any other Saint, and (* committing the care and condudt of his 
life to their guidance ) was carctul ( daily ) to perform to them, or for 
their ſake, (tome ſingular A& of Piety ( ſuch as ſaying over ſo many Aves, 
Pater-Noſters, or the like ) He might be ſure not to fail in his laſt and great 
conern ; he ſhould not miſs of, before his death, time to Confels, and receive 
Prieſtly Abſolution : If he had over-heard his grave Parent farther whiſper, 
That in relpe& of a marryed eſtate in the Clergy ( for we will imagine it 
to be ſince St. Dunſtan's days ) Concubination or Adultery were but Pec- 
cadillio*s, ( a notion that the frame of this and other Legends were very 
likely to produce) how could he chule but give reins to his appetite 
upon this account; and think he was as good a Chriſtian as the Apes be- 
fore had required a man to be? And the fucceeding Ape, probably the 
Ninth, would not ſee any reaton, but to go on in the fame path, as we may 
conjecure they did, from a conſiderate view of the hundred Grievances, 
by the Germans prelented to the Popes Legat a few years after, the pub- 
lication of thole illuſtrious Novels. | 


